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Elementary 

 
Predator vs Prey - Jorge  
(K-2nd) 
  
Before we venture into the jungles of the Amazon or go 
on Safari in the Serengeti, we needed to build our 
vocabulary to be able to categorically classify animals. 
We started our class by learning the classifications of 
the animal kingdom: mammals, reptiles, amphibians, 
birds, and fish. Our new Zoologists researched 
everything they could think  to ask about animals 
including their anatomy and interrelationships. Some 
chose to explore their physiology and genetics while others explored the distributions 
of animals in their habitats. Some students utilized our new AR (augmented reality) 
technology, Merge, to explore the ocean in an immersive experience. We also learned 
the differences between vertebrates and invertebrates. Our goal is for students to be 
able to recognize and classify any animal into the correct group.  
 
Knights of the Not-So-Round Table - Jorge 
(3rd/4th Grade) 

 
The Loyal Leaders have been reviewing their math 
vocabulary this month to prepare for the start of their 
chess lessons next month. We reviewed counting to 100 
in Spanish while also skip-counting by 5’s and 10’s. Many 
of them have mastered their multiplication tables and 
developing the math vocabulary in Spanish will challenge 
their level of understanding. They should all feel 
comfortable defining the difference between a prime and 
composite number as well as finding the factors of a 
product.  
Once they felt more comfortable, we began exploring 
fractions - the relationship to a whole, improper vs. proper 
fractions, and mixed numbers. We used this as the basis 

of exploring the metric system and converting units of measurement. For example, 
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miles to kilometers and what countries or regions of the world use either. We are 
excited to explore logic in chess and develop our mathematics skills.  

 
I Can Be A Scientist - Tasha 
(3rd/4th Grade) 
 

We started out our journey in science as geneticists, or 
scientists that study genetics, DNA, and how traits are 
passed from parents to offspring. We learned about different 
traits of ourselves that we inherited from our parents and 
about animals such as rabbits and puppies while 
incorporating math fractions through the use of punnett 
squares. We took a closer look into DNA by building our very 
own strands with pipe cleaners and tape.  

These past couple weeks we have been discovering 
what it means to be a Botanist, or a scientist that studies 
plants. We have looked at seeds close up under a 
microscope and started the process of growing our own. We 
are logging the growth of our plants inside our journals. We have also started a project 

measuring the circumference 
of a sample of trees within our city area to see, on average, 
the size of the trees in our neighborhood.  
 

 
Nature Explorers - Tasha 
(K-2nd Grade) 
 

Our Nature Explorers have been 
discovering what it means to be living 
(biotic) and non-living (abiotic). They have 
been able to learn new animal survival 
games while learning about the four 
things every animal needs to survive. 
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They have been learning about traits that animals have 
that help them survive better in their environment as 
well. Recently we have been working on understanding 
the term: ecosystem - in which a variety of living things 
interact with their nonliving environment, and the 
relationships that emerge. The Nature Explorers have 

been learning 
about place 
value for 
addition and 
subtraction, so 
when we do 
sample counts of living things in nature we can 
better understand the amount we have found. 
We have been able to visit different parks and 
nature centers to see up close how living 
things interact with their environment. Since 
our SeaLab has officially begun, we are diving 
deeper into the aspects of ocean life and how 

different types of animals help each other live better through a process called 
symbiosis.  
 
Mysteries & Theater - Orley 
(K-2nd Grade) 
 
We began our project as “SCOOP Detectives”, 
examining mysteries for Setting, Characters, “Oh 

No! Problem”, Order 
of Events, and 
Problem Solved. 
Each group picked a 
favorite mystery: the Icebreakers’ was Shel Silverstein’s 
“The Missing Piece;” the Tennis Hawks’ was the opening 
chapter of Beverly Cleary’s “Ribsy,” recommended by 
Dylan. The Ice Breakers wrote a 
play about a colorful cast of 

characters and their search for their 
missing pieces. The Tennis Hawks 
imagined what may have happened to 
Ribsy the dog after he got lost. I won’t 
go into too much detail. Instead, I will 
do two things: leave you anticipating 
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the release in the next month of these (recorded) plays; and praise the collaboration of 
these groups in producing their scripts.  
 
Our Government, Our Voices - Orley 
(3rd/4th Grade) 
 
This month began with each Loyal Leader receiving part of a 
key speech by a politician or activist. The students practiced 
reading their speeches until they were comfortable enough 
to record them. Filming day was dress-up day; it was so 

rewarding to see Kamala 
Harris, Nancy Pelosi, 
Greta Thunberg, Sonia 
Sotomayor, Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg, JFK and Susan 
B. Anthony entering our 
classroom. Barack Obama 
has a busy schedule, and 
will join us next week. 

We placed these figures on a “map” of the three 
branches of government, according to their position 
and/ or the location of their speeches. We learned key 
terms pertaining to the government, such as “checks 
and balances,” “federal government,” and, of course, 
the Constitution. The central message of the speeches 
we studied is that if words are effectively delivered, 
they can help create change. There are precedents for 
children their age effecting change; activism is not just 
for adults. In that spirit, the Loyal Leaders selected a cause to focus on: animal rights 
and vegetarianism. They are currently working collaboratively to create a (recorded) 
play advocating for this worthy cause.  
 
Arts & Crafts - Diana 
(K-4th Grade) 
 
All of our art projects are done in the 
Spanish Language. We started with so many 
beautiful projects this month, practicing our 
Spanish vocabulary to describe the 
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materials we need to complete these projects. 
We also practiced Yoga at the beginning of 
each class which entailed storytelling and 
visiting different places using our bodies. We 
visited the Farm, the Park, Under the sea, 
went to Carnival, and Hiked in the Mountains. 
So many different animals  and places have 
been explored. We saw rainbows and starry 
nights, frogs and sometimes even lions. These 
places were integrated into our art class as we 
illustrated many of the places we’ve been 

using our projects. We have created turtles, fish, rabbits, caterpillars, suns, clouds, 
raindrops, and rainbows. Our media has been paper focused using scissors, colored 
pencils, markers, and crayons to decorate our projects. Next month, we will explore 
different media to explore and refine our fine motor skills. The students have loved 
listening to Spanish songs while we craft which offers them another learning 
opportunity and way to calm their bodies to focus on their craft.   
 
Spanish Storytelling - Diana 
(K-4th Grade) 
 

We spent the month of September reviewing many 
stories our students already knew - Little Red Riding 
Hood, and Goldilocks. We reviewed vocabulary that 
pertained to each story and shared our thoughts and 
opinions about what characters should have done in 
different situations. 
This week, we started 
reading Don Quixote, 
a classic Spanish novel 
about Don Quixote 
and his adventures in 
knighthood. Sharing 

stories helps our new Spanish speakers become 
more comfortable hearing the language and helps 
our more experienced Spanish speakers grow their 
vocabulary to begin to speak more independently. 
We are excited to see our speakers’ literacy skills grow and communication skills 
develop throughout this class.   
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Treehouse Masters - Phil 
(K-4th Grade) 
 
Our Treehouse Masters design/build/engineering class have been working on some 
exciting projects this month. One of our main areas of focus 
has been geometry and its practical 
use in design of structures. We 
discussed which shapes are 
stronger and why. Geometry is the 
core of design as it can help to 
dictate the structural foundation of 
any build. How do we implement 
these shapes to design viable 
structures while at the same time 
adhering to criteria we have pre-set 
for measurements and spacial 
tolerances?  
Our goal is to develop a full 
understanding of the practical use 
of mathematics to aid in the design 
and creation of our projects in a 
hands on environment. We have 
learned to use protractors, squares, 

combination squares, and micrometers to achieve proper 
scale for our designs.  
Here are some highlights from this month: 

● Race Car Challenge: To design and build a working 
car from abstract materials while staying within our 
required parameters.  

● Circuit Design: Use magnets to build simple motors 
and develop our understanding of polarity. 

● Candy Dispenser: Develop skills in workshop for 
custom part fabrication.  

 
 
 
 
. 
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Important Upcoming Dates: 
● Indigenous Peoples’ Weekend - No School 

Friday, October 16, 2020 - Monday, October 19, 2020 
● Professional Development - No School 

Friday, October 30, 2020 
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